
 

 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Narrative: GRADES 7-12 

Work Sample 1: PROFICIENT 

• “Untitled”  

This student work sample meets the criteria for overall proficiency.  

Statement of Purpose/Focus –Score: P  

The student provides the reader with a clear understanding of the setting, narrator, and characters within 

the first paragraph. The context is strong and the student provides and demonstrates a solid development of 

characters throught.  

 

Organization—Score: P 

The response has a clear organization and there is support for controlling ideas of setting and imagry to 

more enhance the plot. There are deliberate transitions, using connecting words. Focus is maintained and 

clear.  

 

Support/Evidence—Score: A                                                                          

The student uses sufficient evidence to support their claim and provides focus throughout the piece. The story 

is is well thought out allowing for the stop and start of broken thoughts only to start again in the appropriate 

place. Use of evidence from sources is smoothly integrated, comprehensive, relevant and concrete. 

 

Craft—Score: P                                                                                               

Shows evidence of using writer’s craft: with good use of figurative, sensory, and concrete language.                                                                                       
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 SCORED WRITING BENCHMARK 

Narrative: GRADES 7-12 

Work Sample 1: PROFICIENT 

• “The General”  

This student work sample meets the criteria for overall proficiency.  

Statement of Purpose/Focus –Score: P  

The response is adequately sustained and generally focused. The students’ overall piece is proficient. The 

context is strong and the student provides and demonstrates a solid narrators point of view.  

 

Organization—Score: P 

The response has a clear organization and there is support for controlling ideas of setting and imagry to 

more enhance the plot. There are deliberate transitions, using connecting words. Focus is maintained and 

clear.  

 

Support/Evidence—Score: E                                                                          

The student provides a good use of the song to tie into the theme of the narrative. He/She uses sufficient 

evidence to support their claim and provides focus throughout the piece connecting to the song. Reflections and 

character change are based on quotes.  

 

Craft—Score: E                                                                                           . 

The students sentence structure exhibits little evidence of use, or incorrect use of writer’s craft: commas, 

mechanics, and vocabulary. 
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